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UPDATE  
UPPER PLENTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Phone: 5783 1358  Fax: 5783 2257 
 

 Website: www.upper-plenty-ps.vic.edu.au 
Email: upper.plenty.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

4th February 2021 

Next  Weeks  Events 
 
Mondayï  
Tuesdayð  
WednesdayðFoundation Assessments 
Thursdayð  
Fridayð  

DATES TO REMEMBER  
 
February 2021 
5thï TEAM Picnic Dayï Postponed! 
16thï Parent Helper training 
March 2021 
18thï School Photos 

Whatôs New in this 
Issue 

§Telstra Upgrade 

§Classroom Helper training 

§Team Family Picnic-
Postponed 

§2022 Foundation 
enrolments 

§Awards 

§CSEF 

§Principalôs Report 

§Team 

§Where is Green Sheep? 

§Art 

§School Fees Info 

§Conveyancing 

§Payment policy 

§BARR School Info 

§Community Info 
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TEAM Family Picnic 

-Postponed! 
Due to the Covid restrictions that have now come into affect 
tomorrow picnic, information sessions and full parent as-
sembly will be postponed until restrictions are removed. 
 
You will be able to access the assembly online via the usual 
webex Link at 2.50pm 
 
There will be NO parent access to the onsite assembly. 

Assembly Tomorrow 
Assembly tomorrow will be at 2.50pm. 
 
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?
MTID=m5c574f27ca72888ba8e7674a1980e36a 
 
number:  874 095 039 Password: school 
 
We ask that all students and parents please leave their 
microphones on mute during the entire assembly. 
 
Students catching the bus will leave at 3.05pm. 
 
Thanks 

Telstra Upgrade This 
Afternoon 4/2 
 
We are expecting Telstra to arrive onsite this 
afternoon and perform an upgrade to some of 
our internet infrastructure. We are unsure of the 
scope of the works, but expect to have no 
internet for the afternoon and possibly no 
phones. 
 
They have not confirmed their arrival with us as 
yet. We apologise for any inconvenience this 
may cause. 

2022 Foundation Sibling Enrolments. 
 
Please see the office for enrolment forms for 
current and past families needing Foundation 
places for next year. To secure your place, they 
must be completed and lodged with the office by 
the end of term 1. If you do not lodge your form 
before the end of term 1 you may not be able to 
access a place. 
 
Out of zone enrolments from new families need 
to contact the office and leave their details 
before the end of term 2 to be considered for a 
place, depending on places available. 

Classroom Helper Training 
Tuesday 16th Feb at 9.15am in the Central 
Learning Space 
 
If you would like to help in the classrooms, we would 
LOVE to have you!  In order to do this, you need to 
have completed a training session with Mrs Egan.  If 
you have already done this please see your class 
teachers to negotiate the times you can help.  If you 
have not done the training, we are having a session 
on Tuesday 16th February at 9.15am. Everyone is 
most welcome.  
All classroom helpers must have a current Working 
With Children Check, available online through the 
Department of Justice 

Masks are Back 
All Adults are children over 12 must wear a mask if 
they come inside any school building under the 
current restrictions. 
 
Thank you 

http://www.upper-plenty-ps.vic.edu.au
mailto:upper.plenty.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m5c574f27ca72888ba8e7674a1980e36a
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m5c574f27ca72888ba8e7674a1980e36a
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Weekly Awards 
 
Student of the Week Awards will be 
presented to: 
Taylem Glass for using your growth mindset. You tried 
your best when writing your name and you didn't give up. 
Well done, Taylem!  
Nathaniel Hansa for being such a welcoming and kind 
friend in the classroom. Thanks Nathaniel!  
Solomon Elmaz for demonstrating a friendly approach 
and settling in beautifully to 5/6R  
James Lowe for giving all of our tasks a go and trying 
your best! Keep it up James!  
Charlotte Gannon  for settling into a new school quick-
ly and being a fantastic role model to your peers.  
Xavier Sillery for showing excellent leadership skills 
and being a warm and welcoming friend.  
Rosie Coburn-Senna has displayed responsibility and 
respect throughout the week. Excellent effort Rosie!  
Patrick Hannagan for showing resilience when he fac-
es challenges. Well done for bouncing back to your happy 
self, Patrick.  
Matilda Kelly for helping the class pack up quickly by 
cleaning up after others. Keep up the great work Matilda!  
 
 

Values Awards will be presented to: 
Alessia Yates-Kuster for showing respect on the mat 
by listening with your whole body! Wonderful mat manners, 
Alessia!  
Ruby Shinn-Mahony for being a great role model in the 
classroom by constantly displaying respect and responsi-
bility. Thanks Ruby!  
Sami Webster for a fantastic start in a new school and 
exhibiting a friendly and positive approach in our class-
room.  
Hayley Waddell for constantly displaying respect by 
listening to others and patiently waiting for your turn to 
speak, during whole class discussions. Keep it up Hayley!  
Jed Thomson for making a wonderful start to your 
learning this year and showing how responsible you are.  
Bella Hardwick for starting of the year in an enthusias-
tic manner, it's great to see you show all our school values 
Bella.  
Cody Barnard for trying his best and completing all his 
learning tasks this week . Keep up the good work Cody 
Abel Oakley displayed the school value of Respect 
continuously and independently. Displaying this through 
his whole body listening, working hard and helping other 
students. 
Sara Zmejkoska for the resilience she has shown 
throughout her first week at UPPS! Well done Sara!  
 
 
 

Special Principalõs Awards will be  
presented to: 
Tahlia Anderson-Zerafa for showing leadership and 
our school value of responsibility through the care you 
have shown to younger students who are catching the bus. 
What a great role model you are! Thank you Tahlia.  
Eva Falahey for all of the special care you have taken 
looking after Jack on his start to school - especially holding 
his hand and reassuring him on the bus! What a wonderful 
sister you are Eva!  
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Hats are Compulsory! 
The school Sunsmart policy states that all students 
will wear a broad brim hat at all times they are 
outside from the start of September until the end of 
April. 
 
Peaked caps are NOT acceptable at any time.  
 
Any student without a hat will have to 
stay undercover or in the gazebo. 
 
Hats are available from the uniform  
shop for $7 
 

Late Arrivals, Early 
Departures and Visitors 
 

All students must be signed in by an adult if they are 
arriving after 9am and leaving before 3.15pm.  
 
Any student who is not signed in by an adult will receive 
an ñunexplained absenceò letter that needs to be 
completed by their parent/guardian. 
 
All Early Departures and Late Arrivals can be signed 
at the office. 
 
All Visitors to the school must sign the WHITE 
visitors book 
 
The book can be found on the reception desk 
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Principalõs Report 
Welcome back everyone! We are all very excited to start the 2021 year! 
It was wonderful to welcome back all of our returning students last Friday. There were smiles all around! Our 
20 new Prep students as well as new students in other classes, have all settled in very well ï what a super 
effort!  I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all of our new families, we are all delighted to have 
you in our UPPS community and feel very privileged to be sharing the learning journey with your children. 
 
This week all classes have been participating in our TEAM program.  Students have been setting class rules 
and expectations and becoming familiar with our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience. 
Each week we will have a whole school focus on one particular aspect of one of our values and this will be 
reflected in our weekly awards. Our family picnic is scheduled for tomorrow ï a letter was sent to all families 
via Sentral this week. Please note that if the weather forecast is unsuitable for Friday the day will be re-
scheduled for the following Friday ï 12th February. We will send out a message on FB and Sentral at 7.30 
on Friday morning if it is to be cancelled. 
 
In term 1 our specialist programs will be Art, Phys Ed, Science.  LOTE will start in term 2. The Tutor learning 
Initiative is an exciting addition to Victorian schools this year. Belinda Joy is the coordinator of this program 
which will target students who are behind in core areas of Literacy and Numeracy. We will be providing  
additional literacy and numeracy support again this year, led by Linda Varker and Belinda Joy.  
 
We would like to welcome our new staff members, Violeta Boskoska(1/2), Lynda Sheen (3/4) and Amy 
Crowden (5/6). We are very fortunate to have these enthusiastic new staff members joining our team in 
2021.  
 
I would like to thank our staff for all of the efforts they have made preparing for students. We spent the first 
two days of the school year learning about Assessment and Professional Learning Communities. Staff 
worked together to develop an Assessment Planner and an Assessment Calendar. We learnt about how to 
set up professional learning communities, how to choose focus areas and the best practice in monitoring 
progress. Our major focus areas for this year are improving literacy, using student agency, and student  
wellbeing.  
 
The bus service is running again this year. Students who catch the bus have been sent home information 
about the bus ñCode of Conductò as well as an agreement to be signed by students and their parents. 
Please ensure that this is returned to school promptly, if you have not done so already. Please call the office 
to let us know if your child is not catching the bus home on any day so we can update our list for the day. 
This is very important to avoid confusion as students often canôt remember changes. 
 
As we start the year I would like to remind families about the car park. Students are not allowed to walk 
through the car park without a parent/guardian with them. All parents, please walk to the edge of the path to 
collect your children. Student safety is of the utmost importance. Please drive SLOWLY in the car park.  
This year, with so many extra staff, the staff car park is very congested. All parents are requested to use the 
bottom car park only, as it is very dangerous in the staff car park with all of the vehicles coming and going 
there. 
 
Tuesday 16th February at 9.15 I will be running the óParent Helperô training for any parents who have not yet 
done this, and would like to help in classrooms this year. All parents who help at school require a Working 
With Children Check. Please contact the office if you need more information about this, or to register your 
interest as number limits may apply. 
 
Last year we had limited contact with parents due to COVID rules and regulations. This year these  
guidelines have relaxed a little, however, we are still limiting parent visits into classrooms and are  
maintaining social distancing throughout the school. We plan to run our volunteer classroom helper  
program.  Having additional adults in the room ensures children are on task and getting access to  
assistance while the teacher focuses on small group and individual needs.  If you would like to help in the 
classrooms, we would LOVE to have you!  In order to do this, you need to have completed a training  
session with me. I will send home information about this next week.  
 
As we are a BARR school (Bushfire At Risk Register) the department have put additional measures in place 
to minimise risks on high fire danger days. Student safety is our top priority. For this reason our school will 
be closed on Code Red days. If you have any concerns or questions please donôt hesitate to contact us.  
 
Thank you everyone, for your friendly smiles, your support and your enthusiasm as we start the 2021 year! 
  
Letôs all be kind to one another. 
Sue Egan  
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As part of our T.E.A.M program, in art,                
students created tiny ceramic houses to              
mark the transition from home to school 
and represent the diversity and  

uniqueness we each bring to our school 
community. 

This is a reminder that, due to hygiene issues, we are no longer using communal smocks in the art room. 
Students are now required to bring their own smocks to the artroom to protect their uniform from messy materials. 

While waterproof material provides the best protection, an old t-shirt would suffice for most activities.                                                                                                                                                    
(Students should be able to put on their own smocks, therefore ties at the back are not advised) 

Smocks will be stored in the studentõs bag lockers in between classes.  
   Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. Kind regards, Mrs Lewis. 
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Conveyancing 2021  
 
To be eligible for a conveyance allowance a student attending a mainstream school must meet the 3 criteria listed 
below and attend: 

¶ their nearest government school/campus appropriate to their year level ð being the closest school  
determined by the shortest practicable route from the studentôs residence, or the studentôs Designated Neighbourhood 
School (DNS) ð refer to Find my School website to identify a studentôs DNS 
 

¶ Students not attending their nearest government school or DNS may still be eligible under this criterion if they 
fall within any of the exceptions listed at the bottom of the page. 

The eligibility of any sibling of a student receiving or eligible to receive the conveyance allowance is assessed individ-

ually and will not be impacted by their siblingôs eligibility. 

 

Criterion 1 ð Reside 4.8km or more from the school 
To be eligible for the conveyance allowance a student must reside 4.8km or more from the school/campus they at-
tend. This distance is measured as the shortest practicable route from the studentôs residence to the school/campus 
using all-weather public roads drivable by car. 
The Student Conveyance Allowance System (SCAS) assesses this eligibility criteria by: 

¶ determining the shortest route between the studentôs address and the school/campus attended (whereas other 
public mapping tools commonly measure the shortest travel time) 
producing a table showing distances to nearby like schools, for comparison, which assists schools to determine 
whether the student is attending their nearest school/campus 
The distance measured does not include private driveways. 
Where families consider the route determined by SCAS cannot be driven or is inaccurate: 

¶ families may make a written request to their school, addressed to the principal, for their childôs application to be 
reviewed by the departmentôs Conveyance Allowance Unit (CAU), which sits within the Student Transport Unit (STU) 

¶ families wishing to have the application reviewed must provide a document setting out the proposed alternative 
route. Schools are encouraged to support families to identify the correct shortest route 
the school must submit a new application on SCAS together with the revised route provided by the family 

Criterion 2 ð Be of school age and reside in Victoria 
Students must be eligible to attend school. School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between 6 and 17 
years but children commonly attend school between 5 and 18 years old. In some circumstances, students may be as 
young as 4 or aged up to 20 and eligible to attend school. Refer to the Enrolment Policy for information on age eligibil-
ity. 

Criterion 3 ð Be enrolled in a school for 3 or more days per week 

 

Applications available from the Office. 

 

 

Exceptions (where students may be eligible despite not attending their nearest government school or DNS) 

 

Next nearest school 

A student may be eligible for a partial allowance to assist with the cost of travel to their next nearest government 
school if: 

¶ they reside 4.8km or more from their nearest government school 

¶ private car is the only means of transport to the next nearest school 

 

Lack of accommodation at the nearest government school 

If the nearest government school/campus is not a studentôs DNS and the student is refused admission on the grounds 

the school is at capacity, the student will satisfy this criterion if they are attending the next nearest government school. 

Students relying on this exception must provide to their school a letter that: 

¶ confirms refused entry from all nearer schools 

¶ is dated prior to the studentôs commencement date at the school in relation to which they are applying for the 

conveyance allowance 
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https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/enrolment
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What does the legislat ion say?

The Education and Training Reform Act (2006) provides for free instruction in the standard curriculum 
program to all students in government schools. The Act also empowers school councils to charge fees to 

parents for goods and services provided by the school to a child.

Understanding Parent Payment Categories

What do schools pay for as part of  Ψfree instruct ionΩ?

Free instruction is the teaching staff, administration and the provision of facilities in connection with the 
instruction of the standard curriculum program, including reasonable adjustments for students with 
disabilities. 

In the Act, a ΨParentΩ includes a guardian and every person who has parental responsibility for a child including parental 
responsibility under the Commonwealth Family Law Act 1975 and any person with whom a child normally or regularly resides.

         Educational Value  |  Ac cess,  Equ ity  & Inclus ion  |  Af for dab i li ty

 Engagement & Support |   Respect & Conf identiali ty  |  Transparency & Ac countab il ity

What principles govern pa rent payment practi ce?

Schools

Schools can request payment for 

Optional Items

Items the student 
purchases or hires

Schools can request payment for 

Essential Student Learning Items

These are items, activities or 
services that the school deems  
essential to student learning of 
the standard curriculum.

Where practical and appropriate, 
parents may choose to purchase items 
through the school or provide their own.

Items the student takes 
temporary or permanent 

possession of

i.e. travel, 
entry fees or 

accommodation

   e.g. 
ω textbooks, activity
   books, exercise books
ω stationery, book bags
ω student ID cards, locks
ω cooking ingredients 
   students will consume
ω materials for final
   products that students 
   take home (technology
   projects, build-your-
   own kits, dioramas)
ω Picture Exchange 
   Communication Systems

e.g. 
ω excursions
ω incursions
ω school sports

ω work placements

These are items, activities or services 
that are optional and are offered in 
addition to the standard curriculum.

Activities the student 
purchases

Items and/ or materials that are more expensive 
than required to meet the standard curriculum

    e.g. 
ω school magazines,  
   class photos   
ω functions, formals,
   graduation dinners
ω materials for extra
   curricular programs
ω student accident 
   insurance

    e.g. 
ω fees for extra curricular
   programs or activities,  
   such as instrumental 
   music tuition
ω fees for guest speakers
ω camps, excursions,   
    incursions, sports
ω entry fees for school
   run performances

   e.g. 
ω use of silver in metal work instead of copper
ω supplementary exam revision guides

These may be either:

These may also be either:

Schools can invite

  Voluntary 
Financial 

Contributions 
for 

Parents can be asked to pay 
for items, activities and 

services in the three 
Parent Payment Categories:

 Essential Student 
Learning Items, 

Optional Items and 
Voluntary Financial 

Contributions.  

Schools determine how 
items, activities and services 
are classified within these 
categories based on the 
learning and teaching 

program of their school.

The standard curriculum for Years F-10 means implementation of the Victorian Curriculum F-10.

The standard curriculum for senior secondary schools means a program that enables a student to be 
awarded a VCE or VCAL qualification.

   e.g. 
ω Building or Library fund (Tax deductible)
ω Voluntary contributions for a specific purpose, 
    such as equipment, materials, services.
ω General voluntary contributions

Support for families experiencing hardship is 
available at every school and each school has a 
parent payment contact person. See your 
schoolΩs policy for more information.

For more information on Parent Payments and 
Personal Devices, visit the DET website at: 
www.education.vic.gov.au

What may parents be  ask ed to pay for?Parents

Activities associated 
with instruction that 

all students are 
expected to attend

Students may access these on
a user-pays basis. 
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