UPPER PLENTY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Phone: 5783 1358 Fax: 5783 2257

UPDATE

Website: www.upper-plenty-ps.vic.edu.au
Email: upper.plenty.ps@education.vic.gov.au

3rd February 2022

Next Weeks Events
Monday–
Tuesday— New Families Parent Morning Tea
Wednesday—Foundation Assessments
Thursday—
Friday—

DATES TO REMEMBER
February 2021
4th– TEAM Picnic Day
8th– New Families Morning Tea
14th– STEM Incursion Gr 3-6
15th– Parent Helper training
March 2021
3rd– Foundation Parent Interviews
14th– Labour Day Public Holiday
15th– Harmony Week
24th– School Photos

Classroom Helper Training

Tuesday 15th Feb at 9.15am in the Central
Learning Space
If you would like to help in the classrooms, we would
LOVE to have you! In order to do this, you need to
have completed a training session with Mrs Egan.
If you have already done this please see your class
teachers to negotiate the times you can help. If you
have not done the training, we are having a session
on Tuesday 15th February at 9.15am. Everyone is
most welcome.
All classroom helpers must have a current Working
With Children Check, available online through the
Department of Justice.
All parent helpers will be required to be fully
vaccinated for Covid and wear a correctly fitting face
mask at all times while in school buildings, as per
DET Operational guidelines.
These requirements can change at any time and
helpers will be notified of any changes.

Sentral Parent App
All families should be accessing the Sentral Parent
App for all their information. If you are having trouble
with the App please contact the office.
Thanks
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.sentral.mobile
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/sentral-for-parents/
id1238744022
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What’s New in this
Issue

Principal’s Report
Late Arrivals and Early
Classroom Helper Training Departures
Absences
Sentral Parent App
Masks in school buildings Privacy Policy
Inclement Weather
 2023 Foundation Sibling
CSEF
enrolments
A Window Into TEAM
TEAM Family Picnic
PTV Bus Service
details
Bushfire Procedures
 Voluntary Payments
Art Smocks
Hats
WWCC

Masks in School
buildings
It is DET requirement that any person over the
age of 12 and entering a school building must
be wearing a properly fitted face mask, unless
you have a valid medical exemption.
If you are inside
please keep your
mask in place at all
times for the safety
of students, staff and
yourself. This
includes covering
your nose!

2023 Foundation Sibling Enrolments.
Please see the office for enrolment forms for
current and past families needing Foundation
places for next year. To secure your place, they
must be completed and lodged with the office by
the end of term 1. If you do not lodge your form
before the end of term 1 you may not be able to
access a place.
Out of zone enrolments from new families need
to contact the office and leave their details
before the end of term 2 to be considered for a
place, depending on places available.

Family Picnic

2022 Voluntary Contributions

This Friday 4th February, we will be having our
annual ‘start of the year’ picnic at school.
Families are invited to come along to school at
1.15pm and join their children for a ‘picnic’ lunch
outside in the playground. Please bring lunch for
you and your children to share.

Information came home in regards to the DET
approved Voluntary contributions for 2022.

As part of the day, we are planning to have
presentations to each cohort of students in their
classrooms.
Our department guidelines state that all parents and
carers who enter school buildings are required to
use the QR code check in and show proof of
vaccination. All parents and carers who attend the
presentations will be required to do this, in order to
attend the sessions. MASKS MUST BE WORN in
these sessions and social distancing is required.
Classroom teachers will be there to answer any
questions you may have.
Please check the timetable below for the times that
each year level will be holding their presentation in
the central space. Once the session is finished,
please return outside. Please note that if the
weather is unsuitable, we will cancel the picnic and
information sessions and attempt to rerun it the
following Friday on the 11th February. (A message
will go out on Sentral and our FB page if this is the
case).
Timetable
1.15pm: Family picnic outside
Class information sessions:
Time
Class
Location
1.30pm
Foundation B
Classroom
1.45pm
1/2K
Classroom
1/2B
Classroom
1/2A
Classroom
2.00pm
3/4T
Classroom
3/4V
Classroom
2.15pm
4/5S
Classroom
5/6D
Classroom
5/6R
Classroom
2.30pm
End of lunch -All students return to their
classrooms and parents to wait outside
2.45pm
Assembly outside on basketball court .
Students will be sitting inside basketball court.
Parents attending to be outside the basketball
court.
Our whole school assembly will be held outside
2.45pm.
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Voluntary Contributions are per student and do
not need to be paid until term 1 2022.
You can find the information in the resource
folder on the Sentral Parent App.
If you are experiencing any financial hardship
please call Gail on Monday-Wednesday for
assistance.

From the Art Room
Now that art smocks are no longer communal in
the art room, please organise an art smock for
your child/ren.
While a waterproof smock is preferred, an old
t-shirt is suitable for most materials we use.
Please ensure the smock you choose is easy
for your child to put on and take off
independently.

Hats are Compulsory!

The school Sunsmart policy states that all students
will wear a broad brim hat at all times they are
outside from the start of September until the end
of April.

R
E
S Peaked caps are NOT acceptable at any time.
P Any student without a hat will have to
O stay undercover or in the gazebo.
N Hats are available from the uniform
S shop for $7
I
B
Working With Children Check
I We require all school volunteers to have a
L current WWCC. Applications are available from
I the Department of Justice website. If you are
to the school and already have a WWCC
T new
you will need to add the school to your card.
Y This can be done online or over the phone, with
the Dept of Justice, and they will advise us via
mail.

Looking forward to seeing you!
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Principal’s Report
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Welcome back everyone! We are all very excited to start the 2022 year!
It was wonderful to welcome back all of students on Tuesday. We had a very happy group
of Foundation students and happily, there were no tears – not a drop! Students have settled
in extremely well and we’ve had a great start. I would like to send out a very warm welcome
to all of our new families – welcome to our UPPS family!
We have started the year once again, with the challenges of COVID and the impact it has
on our school. We are hopeful that, although there will be hiccups along the way, our
school will remain open, and we will have on-site learning every day. At this time, we have
not yet received a sufficient supply of Rapid Antigen tests to be able to provide them to
every student. We are very hopeful that our delivery will arrive very soon.
This week all classes have been participating in our TEAM program. Students collaborate
to establish class expectations and we do lots learning about our school values of Respect,
Responsibility and Resilience and how we can use them to guide our behaviours. Each
week there will be a whole school focus of one of our values and behaviours that are
expected for this. Our family picnic will be held tomorrow – a letter was sent to all families
via Sentral, this week, with all of the details. According to the weather forecast it’s going to
be a beautiful, sunny, day. It will be a wonderful opportunity for us all to be together.
We would like to welcome a returning staff member, Amy Placek, to our team this year.
Amy will be teaching LOTE to all of our students and this year we are providing an
AUSLAN program.
Belinda Joy will again be coordinating our tutoring program which will provide additional
instruction to students who are behind in Literacy and Numeracy.
Our main admin building was painted over the holidays – it looks fantastic!!! I would like to
thank our super staff for all of the efforts they have made preparing for students and making
them feel welcome on their return to school.
Next Tuesday at 9.00, after the bell has gone, I will be running a morning tea for all of
Foundation parents and for any new parents to the school. This will be an opportunity for
everyone to meet and have a chat about your children and ask any questions you may
have about our school.
As we are a BARR school (Bushfire At Risk Register) the department have put additional
measures in place to minimise risks on high fire danger days. Student safety is our top
priority. For this reason our school will be closed on Code Red days. If you have any concerns or questions please don’t hesitate to contact us.
Thank you everyone, for the positive start you have made to the year as we persevere with
the challenges we are facing on our return, dealing with the impact of COVID. Your support
is greatly appreciated!
2022 is going to be full of lots of success!
Let’s all be kind to one another.
Sue Egan

3

Late Arrivals, Early Departures and
Visitors
All students must be signed in by an adult if they
are arriving after 9am and leaving before 3.15pm.
You can also call the office so we can make sure
your child makes it to class safely, if you do not
want to come into the school building.
Any student who is not signed in by an adult will
receive an “unexplained absence” text via Sentral
that needs to be acknowledged by their parent/
guardian.

Inclement Weather/Days over 35 degrees.
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We are also more than happy to escort your child
out to you in the grounds if you need to pick your
child up early, please call ahead to organise this.
All Early Departures and Late Arrivals can be
signed via the touch screen at the office.
All Visitors to the school must sign the WHITE
visitors book
The book can be found on the reception desk.

Absence Notification

The DET Attendance policy requires us to contact
parents any day their child is absent without explanation,
ON THE DAY.
All roles will be marked right after the morning bell, any
student arriving after the bell MUST be signed in by an
adult at the office.
Parents/Guardians will need to contact the school no later
than 9.30am to explain their child’s absence. This can be
done via the Sentral Parent App or via phone to the
school office, or direct email to the school or your child’s
teacher. You can also send a written note in with a
sibling.
All notes require a brief explanation of your child’s
absence as we must code it for the different reasons. A
date is also essential for legal reasons.
If we have not received a notification of an absence you
will be sent an SMS message, which you can reply to, or
you can reply via any of the methods above.
Thanks Melissa

Privacy Policy reminder for 2022
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated
in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.

No Staggered dismissal on these days Staff will remain
on duty for the normal hours.
Only students who have been advised by their parents they are being picked up at 3pm will be escorted
to the car park by the yard duty teacher. Younger students may wish to bring a note for their teacher advising them they are on the 3pm pick up.

Students not being dismissed at 3pm will be supervised in
the Central Learning Space and can be personally collected by their parents from there at any time.
Please advise the teacher on supervision that you have

R collected your child.
E Please do not call the office asking us to send students to
S the car park.
remaining students will be escorted to the car park
I These
at 3.30pm .
L
The school bus will depart at its normal time.
I
E Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
N applications
C
E The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible
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Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s
collection notice, found on our website Link here
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’
Privacy Policy — information for parents. This information is also available in ten community languages.

Please read the instructions below.
• Where the Melbourne forecast for the temperature is 35
degrees or more (as per the BOM Website the evening
before) the lunch break will be shortened by 15 minutes
and the dismissal time for school will be brought forward
to 3pm.

families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such
as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care
Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary
foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee
families.

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary
school students. Payments are made direct to the school
to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in school trips, camps and
sporting activities this year rather than being held for future years. This funding can also be used in conjunction
with any funding accrued from previous years. Please
note these activities will only take place if they meet
COVIDSafe requirements.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year,
you do not need to complete an application form this
year, unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact
Gail in the school office on 5783 1358 and ask for an application form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about
the program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and Training's Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please
return completed forms to the school office as soon as
possible.
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Bus Service
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We were advised yesterday that the bus route has been changed by PTV.
The bus company is currently impacted by Covid and they have lost about half their drivers,
so services may also be affected due to this. Please be patient waiting at your bus stops.
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Acacia Way Bus Service on The Wallan Secondary College Grey Bus
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School procedures
for the bushfire
season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria
to provide clear direction on the safest options for
preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET
Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when
a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in
their Bureau of Meteorology district.

Our school has been identified as being one of those at high
bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.
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Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by
letter, Skoolbag and Facebook. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management
Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the
confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is
also important to note that:

No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.




School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.
All bus routes will be cancelled.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
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As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our
Emergency Management Plan,
What can parents do?
 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in
the event that our school is closed.
 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us
by reading our newsletters, by checking our website http://www.upper-plenty-ps.vic.edu.au/ Facebook group
page and via Skoolbag and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our
emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area,
you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and
Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:
 https://emergency.vic.gov.au
 Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)
 Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates)
 ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters
 VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
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WHALE
WATER

0407 096 838 John Peace
Whale Water supplies drinking water to
both residential and commercial clients.
Whether its to fill a house tank,
swimming pool or a public event.
Competitive pricing and fast delivery
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Please use Classroom
Doors to enter and exit
the main building.
The office can be a very busy place during drop off and
pick up.
We ask that all students enter and exit their
classrooms through their external classroom doors
and not through the office and the central learning
space.
This is particularly important on days we have the Central
Learning Space set up for activities like the cooking
program. Thank you for your cooperation.

All Things Uniform
64 HIGH STREET
Broadford. Vic. 3658
E : tracey@allthingsuniform.com.au
P : 03 5784 2276
M : 0407 781 455
You can pop in to the store during normal
business hours or make an order via phone or
email to the store.

Internet Banking

Just a reminder that any fees and
excursion payments can be made
via Internet Banking

Account Name: Upper Plenty Primary School
BSB: 633 000
Account Number: 1544 88 100

7 days a week

We service your local area !

In the reference section please put in your name as this
is how we know who the payment belongs to.

jpeace3@bigpond.com
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