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Upper Plenty Primary School 

 

SCHOOL DOG 

Policy and Procedure Rationale: 

Children can benefit educationally and emotionally, increase their understanding of 

responsibility, develop empathy and confidence through contact with a dog. In addition to 

these benefits, children (and adults) enjoy interacting with dogs, potentially boosting morale 

and attendance.  

 

Aims:  

Research shows having a canine community member can ease anxiety, bring a sense of calm 

to the environment, reduce anger management issues and bullying incidences, build self-

esteem, provide companionship and develop cognitive and social skills. The dog’s presence 

at school also aims to foster collaboration between students and develop a sense of 

responsibility and empathy caring for an animal. The dog also aims to become an important 

member of our school community and foster collaboration between students, home and 

school.  

 

Implementation:  

• The dog will be owned by Linda Varker.  

• Students and the dog will always be supervised by an adult when together.  

• The health and wellbeing of the animal will always remain the highest priority. The dog will 

not attend school when it is sick or if the predicted weather forecast is stormy or extremely 

hot. 

 • The dog will have its own ‘quiet space’ where it can rest. Students will not be able to 

interact with the dog when it is resting.  

• Students and staff will attend a ‘Responsible Pet Ownership’ education program incursion. 

Students will learn how to interact safely and responsibly with the dog. They will also work 

through RPO learning modules before welcoming a pet into the classroom. 

https://www.pettown.vic.gov.au/game/  

• Dog will attend classes throughout the week.  

• Dog will do ‘yard duty’ once a day.  

• The dog will move around the school on a lead and always under the supervision of an 

adult. 

https://www.pettown.vic.gov.au/game/
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 • The SRC may choose to raise money to contribute to the cost of care associated with the 

safe keeping of the companion dog. This would be more as a gesture and to develop a sense 

of responsibility, rather than for fundraising purposes. The dog’s expenses will be paid for by 

Linda Varker.  

• Newsletter articles will be written from the dog’s point of view in order to establish the 

dog as a community member. (Example: ‘Zane’s World’ in Broadford Secondary School 

newsletter).  

• There will be a sign for visitors entering the school informing them of the dog’s presence.  

• Any students/staff/visitors who are allergic to dogs will not interact with the dog.  

• The dog will be incorporated into the curriculum. For example, students can write a 

narrative with the dog as a character, write a letter to the dog or an information report on 

dogs, read to the dog and maths lessons could graph the dog’s weight, food consumption, 

expenses etc.  

• Students and staff will not feed the dog at school.  

• Pets that die have a profound effect on some children. Therefore, the death of the 

companion dog will be managed in a caring manner. It will be discussed openly with 

students as a natural part of the life cycle of all living things.  

Evaluation:  

This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle. 


